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in peace/ The whole effect of the passage was to
picture two irreconcilable forces indissolubly
confined within the boundaries of the Union,
unable to compromise, unable to escape, with
no prospect but unconditional surrender.

Lincoln's friends had advised him to delete
this inflammatory passage from his speech, but
he had steadfastly refused. Somehow the scrip-
tural text had caught his imagination; he could
not bring himself to sacrifice his carefully con-
sidered paragraph. No doubt the struggle
against Douglas influenced him here. He must
show that Douglas's popular sovereignty was
dangerous, both for those who wished to prevent
the extension of slavery, and those who wished
to promote it* It could be used by either side to
achieve its purposes. To the Republicans of the
North Lincoln said: 'Do not be tempted to
follow Douglas and his apparently fair and
democratic methods* By these methods slavery
will be introduced in all the territories, as
Kansas shows. Douglas may not want slavery in
Kansas, but his popular sovereignty will allow
it to be brought there/ To the Democrats of the
South Lincoln hoped to address some words
which would undermine still further Douglas's
position with them. He was to do this more
effectively later in his attack on the 'Freeport
Doctrine/ but for the present he confined him-
self to the assertion that the Union might
become all free, and that no doctrine of popular
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